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© Instrument for closing trocar puncture wounds. 

© A surgical instrument 10 for applying sutures 
through body tissue including a handle assembly, an 
elongated housing 16 removably mounted to said 
handle assembly and having a proximal end portion 
and a distal end portion, at least one needle carrier 
24, 26 operatively mounted in the distal end portion 
and movable between a retracted position and a 
deployed position, and a needle 12, 14 releasably 
retained in the needle carrier member. The instru- 
ment may also include a retaining mechanism 68, 
70, 72, adapted to retain the at least one needle 
carrier in the partially deployed position. 
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1. Claims 1-8 : Surgical instrument for applying internal 

sutures with "latch retaining mechanism" 
and "3 operative positions". 

2. Claims 9-12 : Indicator providing indication of a position 

in a suturing instrument as known from 
DE-C-4 137 218. 

3. Claims 13-23 : Surgical instrument for applying sutures 

held on an elongate housing adapted to be 
removably "loaded" on a handle, "reloadable 
instrument" 



